From : Raynond Causton

Sent: jeudi 26 octobre 2000 22: 20
To: consultati on@urolinux.org

Subj ect: Conment on software patents

We have all seen the |less that good effect of software
patents in the US as

can be seen in the now i nfanous One-d i ck- Shoppi ng(tm

pat ent and many nore.

Pat ents on ideas inplenmentable in software hinder the

evol ution of software

efectively stalling all advances in every arena that has
some crucial basic

i dea patented, |like the RSA algorithm patent in the US has
hel d the whol e

crytographic-, operating system and application software
world in a

strangle hold for years until Cctober 20th 2000 and
effectively nmade it

i mpossible to bring security to mass products |ike
operating systens and

especially the free ones that are devel oped by i ndependent
peopl e wor ki ng on

pet projects that are for the good of everybody.

It can't be required that every conputer science student
has to know where

and how to | ook out for patent infringnment every tinme they
do their homework

and publish their solutions on the Internet. Wi knows what
s patented and

what is not? How should the public know anyt hi ng about

pat ent | aws anyway?

As an rem nder | mght note that nost people don't know
their own country's

road | aws even nearly throuhout not to nention sonething as
abstract as

i nternational/inter-european patent | aws and issued
patents. Sonething |ike

patents aren't even accessible to the public so how on
earth should the

non- comer ci al private hobbyists even know about existing
pat ents?



I can not see the action of allowi ng software to be
patented i n Europe do

any good to software devel opnment and busi ness. As we can
clearly see the

Eur opean software industry is getting well enough al ong
wi t hout software

patents, so why should we deliberately bring something so
restrictive upon

us?

The US conpani es sue each other over petty patents and seem
to engage in

sitting in courtroons nost of their time and naintaining a
portfolio of

patents just to protect themfrom being sued by other
conpanies or to

facilitate the out-of-court-aggreenent process, just defies
t he neans of

protecting intelletual property.

It seens to us engineers that sone slick |lawers have found
the fountain of

gol d when they nade software, basically ideas, patentable
inthe US and it

has nothing to do wth protecting the IP of any conpany.

How wi || the governnents itselves protect thensel fs agai nst

software patents
when doi ng i n-house prograns? Not to mention others.

Yours truely,
Raynond Causton, M Sc.



