----- Original Message-----

From Pete Chown [nailto: Pete. Chown@kygat e. co. uk]
Sent: sanedi 28 octobre 2000 14:19

To: MARKT SOFTPAT

Subj ect: Software Patents

| noted with alarmthat the European Union nmay be going to
al | ow

software patents. | own and run a small conputer

consul tancy firm

cal |l ed Skygate Technol ogy Ltd, here in the UK

We have experienced consi derabl e probl ens designing
software for the

Ameri can market because we have to avoi d using techni ques
that are the

subj ect of any of the thousands of existing software
patents. In ny

own field of expertise (conmputer security) |I know of the
nost

i nportant patents, but there are still many nore that can
be infringed

unw ttingly.

As a small conmpany we do not have the resources to carry
out the

mul ti pl e patent searches that woul d be required for any

sof tware that

we are devel oping. W also would not have the resources to
pat ent

i deas of our own.

It is of course a concern in business that an innovative

t echnol ogy

may sinply be "ripped off" by conpetitors. W have severa
t echnol ogi es under devel opnent that could fall victimto

t his.

However, software devel opnent is so tinme consumng that it
woul d

al nost always be better for a conpany to |icense the

t echnol ogy from

us.

Anot her problemwe would have is that software patents are
general ly
consi dered unethical in the industry. If we used themin a



significant way, both ny personal reputation and the
reputation of ny
firmwould be damaged.

I n conclusion, although there are situations where we coul d
benefi t

fromsoftware patents, they are far outwei ghed by the
downsi de.

Software patents would be a significant step closer to a
wor | d where

only | arge conpani es can be successful.

If you would |ike any further information, please do not
hesitate to
contact ne.

Pet e



