Sent: vendredi 27 octobre 2000 13:24
To: MARKT SOFTPAT
Subj ect: In support of responsible software patents

Hi,

I am an i ndependent software devel oper. | amnot unbiased
inthis matter, as

amcurrently in the process of trying to patent (what i
consider to be) an

original idea related to software.

| believe that software patents should exist. This said,
t hey nust be

i npl enented responsibly, wth the involvenent in the

pat enting process of

i ndi vidual s and / or organi sati ons which have proper

awar eness of industry

issues. | believe that many of the difficulties which have
resulted from

software patents in the USA have been the result of ill-
i nfornmed patent

exam nations during the patent application process.

Wt hout patent protection, | have no notivation to produce
my idea, which is

novel and will nost likely benefit many organisations
affected by the idea. |

have no notivation to even reveal the existence of the idea
-- one of the key

ainms of the patent systemis to bring ideas into the public
real m allow ng

ideas to flow freely while at the sanme tinme encouragi ng

real innovation.

This said, | do not wish the patent systemto be abused by
i ncunbent corporate

interests. Sufficient protections nust exist to ensure
that ideas patented are

i ndeed novel and non-obvious, and are used to protect

devel opnent of nove

I deas rather than existing nonopoli es.

Best regards,



