----- Original Message-----

From Gervase Markham

[ mai | t o: gervase. mar kham@uni ver si ty- col | ege. oxf ord. ac. uk]
Sent: di manche 29 octobre 2000 11: 20

To: MARKT SOFTPAT

Subj ect: Response to Request for Conments on Software
Patenting in the

EU

Dear Sir,

| am a 22-year-old conputer science student at Oxford

Uni versity, England.

When | graduate, | hope to becone a software engineer. | am
witing in

response to the request for comment published on
http://europa. eu.int/conminternal market/en/intprop/indpro
p/ sof t pat en. ht m

The introduction of software patents in Europe will, |
bel i eve, have a

significant detrinmental effect on the "free software"
nmovenent, which

| ooks to provide high quality software for use, adaptation
and

redistribution for all, wi thout discrimnation. I
personal |y believe

strongly that this is a worthwhile aim

Several European governnents, for exanple Gernmany and
Nor way, have gi ven

of ficial support to the concept of free software, and
encourage its use in

or gani sati ons under their control.

Free software is still, for the nost part, witten for fun
by vol unt eers.

(This is no reflection onits quality - the free software
Apache

webserver, for exanple, runs 60% of the websites on the
Internet.) They

have no resources to hold patent portfolios or |license the
pat ents of

others. In addition, because the source code is freely
avail abl e, they are



much nore likely to get into legal trouble than a
proprietary software

conpany who could infringe a patent and no-one woul d ever
know.

The Conm ssion has an ideal opportunity to nurture this
novenent, and nake

it possible for all citizens of the European Conmunity to
benefit from

free software. If the Conm ssion believes that mnaking high
qual ity

software freely available to all citizens of the EUis an
aimit should be

encour agi ng, then they should consider that introducing
pat enti ng on

software woul d seriously jeopardise this. | inplore the
Commi ssion to

reject this idea.

Gervase Mar kham
Oxford University
Engl and



