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For the last few years the European Patent Office has, contrary to the let-
ter and spirit of the existing law, granted about 30000 patents on computer-
implementable rules of organisation and calculation (programs for comput-
ers). Now the European patent movement wants to change the law so as to
legalise this practise and remove all barriers to patentability. Programmers
are to lose their freedom of expression and the control over their copyrighted
work. Citizens are to be barred from independently developping their pre-
ferred forms of communication. As a compensation for this “intellectual
expropriation”, we are offered ... less innovation, less competition, less good
software.

Contents

Letter to the Competition Commissioner (http://swpat.ffii.org/letters/miert/index.en.html):
This accumulated approximately 10000 signatures between June and August.

Liste de Signatures de la Pétition des Etudiants de I'Université de Louvain (http://lin.udev.org/sign.|
A campaign of Belgian students, who collected 2200 signatures mainly from the
French speaking area.

An italian language letter to Mario Monti and other European Commission member,
which collected approximately 1000 signatures.

A new attempt of the Eurolinux Allicance (http://www.eurolinux.org/index.en.html)



